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Tennessee Valley Bible Students Study Weekend 

May 15-17, 2020 
Study on “Godliness” 

Bro. Ernie Kuenzli  
References: Reprint 2155: “If You Do These Things”  
 

1. What is the meaning of the Greek word translated godliness? Strong’s, Thayer’s 
Dictionary; How do other translations render the Greek word in English? BBE, CEV, 
Phillips  

a. Strong’s: G2150 εὐσέβεια eusebeia yoo-seb'-i-ah From G2152; piety; specifically 
the gospel scheme: - godliness, holiness. Total KJV occurrences: 15 

b. Thayer’s: G2150 εὐσέβεια eusebeia Thayer Definition: 1) reverence, respect; 2) 
piety towards God, godliness; Part of Speech: noun feminine A Related Word by 
Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: from G2152 

c. BBE: 2 Peter 1:6 And self-control to knowledge, and a quiet mind to self-control, 
and fear of God to a quiet mind, 

d. CEV: 2 Peter 1:6 self-control, patience, devotion to God, 
e. Phillips: 2 Peter 1:6 Your knowledge by self-control, your self-control by the 

ability to endure, Your endurance too must always be accompanied by devotion 
to God.  
 

2. What definition does Bro. Russell give to us regarding “godliness”? Reprint 2155 
Answer:  

a. Reverence for God? Heb. 12:28; 1 Chron. 28:9; John 8:29;    
i. Hebrews 12:25-29 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. 

For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on 
earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns 
from heaven.  (26)  And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has 
promised, saying, "YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, 
BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN."  (27)  This expression, "Yet once more," denotes 
the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, 
so that those things which cannot be shaken may 
remain.  (28)  Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be 
shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 
acceptable service with reverence and awe; (29) for our God is a 
consuming fire. 

ii. 1 Chronicles 28:6-10  "He said to me, 'Your son Solomon is the one who 
shall build My house and My courts; for I have chosen him to be a son to 
Me, and I will be a father to him.  (7)  'I will establish his kingdom forever 
if he resolutely performs My commandments and My ordinances, as is 
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done now.'  (8)  "So now, in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the 
LORD, and in the hearing of our God, observe and seek after all the 
commandments of the LORD your God so that you may possess the good 
land and bequeath it to your sons after you forever.  (9)  "As for you, my 
son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a whole 
heart and a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts, and 
understands every intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will let 
you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will reject you 
forever.  (10)  "Consider now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a 
house for the sanctuary; be courageous and act." 

iii. John 8:25-30 So they were saying to Him, "Who are You?" Jesus said to 
them, "What have I been saying to you from the beginning?  (26)  "I have 
many things to speak and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me 
is true; and the things which I heard from Him, these I speak to the 
world."  (27)  They did not realize that He had been speaking to them 
about the Father.  (28)  So Jesus said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, 
then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, 
but I speak these things as the Father taught Me.  (29)  "And He who sent 
Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that 
are pleasing to Him."  (30)  As He spoke these things, many came to 
believe in Him. 

b.  Conformity to his will? Col 3:17; Psa. 37:23,31; Psa. 40:8, 119:16;  
i. Colossians 3:17:  Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 
ii. Psalms 37:23,31: The steps of a man are established by the LORD, And He 

delights in his way. … (31) The law of his God is in his heart; His steps do 
not slip. 

iii. Psalms 40:7-10  Then I said, "Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is 
written of me.  (8)  I delight to do Your will, O my God; Your Law is 
within my heart."  (9)  I have proclaimed glad tidings of righteousness in 
the great congregation; Behold, I will not restrain my lips, O LORD, You 
know.  (10)  I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have 
spoken of Your faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not concealed Your 
lovingkindness and Your truth from the great congregation. 

iv. Psalms 119:9-16 Beth. How can a young man keep his way pure? By 
keeping it according to Your word.  (10)  With all my heart I have sought 
You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments.  (11)  Your word I 
have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You.  (12)  Blessed 
are You, O LORD; Teach me Your statutes.  (13)  With my lips I have told 
of All the ordinances of Your mouth.  (14)  I have rejoiced in the way of 
Your testimonies, As much as in all riches.  (15)  I will meditate on Your 
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precepts And regard Your ways.  (16)  I shall delight in Your statutes; I 
shall not forget Your word. 

c. Fervency in serving the Lord? Gal. 6:10; Deut. 23:21; Psa. 119:2,10,34,54- 
56,58,69; 1 Tim. 6:17-19;  

i. Galatians 6:9-10:  Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we 
will reap if we do not grow weary.  (10)  So then, while we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are 
of the household of the faith. 

ii. Deuteronomy 23:21:  "When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you 
shall not delay to pay it, for it would be sin in you, and the LORD your 
God will surely require it of you. 

iii. Psalms 119:2,10,34,54-56,69: How blessed are those who observe His 
testimonies, Who seek Him with all their heart. … (10) With all my heart I 
have sought You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments. … 
(34) Give me understanding, that I may observe Your law And keep it with 
all my heart. … (54) Your statutes are my songs In the house of my 
pilgrimage.  (55)  O LORD, I remember Your name in the night, And keep 
Your law.  (56)  This has become mine, That I observe Your precepts. … 
(58)  I sought Your favor with all my heart; Be gracious to me according 
to Your word. … (69)  The arrogant have forged a lie against me; With all 
my heart I will observe Your precepts. 

iv. 1 Timothy 6:17-19 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to 
be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, 
who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  (18)  Instruct them to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to 
share,  (19)  storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation 
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 

 
3. To what extent “godliness” emphasized in the scriptures? 2 Peter 1:3; Titus 1:1; Psa. 

119:38; 1 Tim. 6:3,11 (NASB); 2 Peter 3:11; 1 Tim.6:5-6;  
a. 2 Peter 1:3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining 

to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His 
own glory and excellence. 

b. Titus 1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith 
of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to 
godliness, 

c. Psalms 119:38 Establish Your word to Your servant, As that which produces 
reverence for You. 

d. 1 Tim. 6:3,5-6,11 (NASB); If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not 
agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine 
conforming to godliness, … (5) and constant friction between men of depraved 
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mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of 
gain.  (6)  But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by 
contentment. … (11)  But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 

e. 2 Peter 3:11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of 
people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  
 

4. How does the apostle Paul connect discipline to “godliness”? 1 Tim. 4:7-8;  
a. 1 Timothy 4:7-8 But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old 

women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of 
godliness;  (8)  for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is 
profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for 
the life to come. 
 

5.  Who was the “mystery of godliness”? Why is he described in these terms? 1 Tim. 3:16 
(NASB); John 1:14; Phil. 2:7-8; Heb. 7:26; Luke 4:8; Rev. 3:21; Heb. 5:7;  

a. 1 Timothy 3:16  By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He 
who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, 
Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory. 

b. John 1:14  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His 
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

c. Philippians 2:7-8 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 
being made in the likeness of men.  (8)  Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 

d. Hebrews 7:26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; 

e. Luke 4:5-8 And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time.  (6)  And the devil said to Him, "I will give You all this domain 
and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I 
wish.  (7)  "Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours."  (8)  Jesus 
answered him, "It is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD AND 
SERVE HIM ONLY.'" 

f. Revelation 3:21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on 
My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

g. Hebrews 5:7 In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and 
supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, 
and He was heard because of His piety. 

h. John 5:30  "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My 
judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent 
Me. 
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i. John 8:28,42: So Jesus said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these 
things as the Father taught Me. … (42)  Jesus said to them, "If God were your 
Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I 
have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. 

j. John 12:49 "For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who 
sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. 
 

6. In the list of Christian characteristics, why does “godliness” follow perseverance and 
precede brotherly kindness? 1 Cor. 12:18; John 6:44; Reprint 2155;  

a. 1 Corinthians 12:18:  But now God has placed the members, each one of them, 
in the body, just as He desired. 

b. John 6:44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; 
and I will raise him up on the last day. 

c. Reprint 2155; This is a later development and vital element in the Christian 
character. … Only those who have a living faith in God, and who are fortifying 
their characters against evil and growing in knowledge and self-control and 
patience are prepared to appreciate the grandeur of the divine character; and 
only such are really energized by a desire for God-likeness. 

d. Ecclesiastes 5:2 Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a 
matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; 
therefore let your words be few. 

e. Isaiah 55:8-9 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 
ways," declares the LORD.  (9)  "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So 
are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

 
7. What steps to developing “godliness” does Bro. Russell suggest? Reprint 2155  

a. Appreciative, grateful hearts: 1 Sam. 12:24; Col. 1:11-13; Deut. 4:39-40; Psa. 
111:1-10  

i. 1 Samuel 12:20-24 Samuel said to the people, "Do not fear. You have 
committed all this evil, yet do not turn aside from following the LORD, 
but serve the LORD with all your heart.  (21)  "You must not turn aside, 
for then you would go after futile things which can not profit or deliver, 
because they are futile.  (22)  "For the LORD will not abandon His people 
on account of His great name, because the LORD has been pleased to 
make you a people for Himself.  (23)  "Moreover, as for me, far be it from 
me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you; but I will 
instruct you in the good and right way.  (24)  "Only fear the LORD and 
serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He 
has done for you. 

ii. Colossians 1:9-13  For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we 
have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the 
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knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  (10)  so 
that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all 
respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God;  (11)  strengthened with all power, according to His 
glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; 
joyously  (12)  giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  (13)  For He rescued us from the 
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved 
Son, 

iii. Deuteronomy 4:39-40 "Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, 
that the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there 
is no other.  (40)  "So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 
which I am giving you today, that it may go well with you and with your 
children after you, and that you may live long on the land which the LORD 
your God is giving you for all time." 

iv. Psalms 111:1-10 Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with all 
my heart, In the company of the upright and in the assembly.  (2)  Great 
are the works of the LORD; They are studied by all who delight in 
them.  (3)  Splendid and majestic is His work, And His righteousness 
endures forever.  (4)  He has made His wonders to be remembered; The 
LORD is gracious and compassionate.  (5)  He has given food to those who 
fear Him; He will remember His covenant forever.  (6)  He has made 
known to His people the power of His works, In giving them the heritage 
of the nations.  (7)  The works of His hands are truth and justice; All His 
precepts are sure.  (8)  They are upheld forever and ever; They are 
performed in truth and uprightness.  (9)  He has sent redemption to His 
people; He has ordained His covenant forever; Holy and awesome is His 
name.  (10)  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good 
understanding have all those who do His commandments; His praise 
endures forever. 

b. Meditate on God’s precepts, promises: Joshua 1:8; Psa. 27:4, 77:12, 145:5;  
i. Joshua 1:5-8  "No man will be able to stand before you all the days of 

your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail 
you or forsake you.  (6)  "Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this 
people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give 
them.  (7)  "Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do 
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not 
turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success 
wherever you go.  (8)  "This book of the law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
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careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make 
your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

ii. Psalms 27:3-4  Though a host encamp against me, My heart will not fear; 
Though war arise against me, In spite of this I shall be confident.  (4)  One 
thing I have asked from the LORD, that I shall seek: That I may dwell in 
the house of the LORD all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of 
the LORD And to meditate in His temple. 

iii. Psalms 77:11-14  I shall remember the deeds of the LORD; Surely I will 
remember Your wonders of old.  (12)  I will meditate on all Your work 
And muse on Your deeds.  (13)  Your way, O God, is holy; What god is 
great like our God?  (14)  You are the God who works wonders; You have 
made known Your strength among the peoples. 

iv. Psalms 145:3-7 Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, And His 
greatness is unsearchable.  (4)  One generation shall praise Your works to 
another, And shall declare Your mighty acts.  (5)  On the glorious 
splendor of Your majesty And on Your wonderful works, I will 
meditate.  (6)  Men shall speak of the power of Your awesome acts, And I 
will tell of Your greatness.  (7)  They shall eagerly utter the memory of 
Your abundant goodness And will shout joyfully of Your righteousness. 

c. Delight in the Lord’s Law: Psa. 119:47-48,97-106,127,159;  
i. Psalms 119:43-48  And do not take the word of truth utterly out of my 

mouth, For I wait for Your ordinances.  (44)  So I will keep Your law 
continually, Forever and ever.  (45)  And I will walk at liberty, For I seek 
Your precepts.  (46)  I will also speak of Your testimonies before kings And 
shall not be ashamed.  (47)  I shall delight in Your commandments, 
Which I love.  (48)  And I shall lift up my hands to Your commandments, 
Which I love; And I will meditate on Your statutes. 

ii. Psalms 119:97-106  Mem. O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all 
the day.  (98)  Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies, 
For they are ever mine.  (99)  I have more insight than all my teachers, 
For Your testimonies are my meditation.  (100)  I understand more than 
the aged, Because I have observed Your precepts.  (101)  I have 
restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your 
word.  (102)  I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, For You 
Yourself have taught me.  (103)  How sweet are Your words to my taste! 
Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  (104)  From Your precepts I get 
understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.  (105)  Nun. Your word is 
a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.  (106)  I have sworn and I will 
confirm it, That I will keep Your righteous ordinances. 

iii. Psalms 119:127-131  Therefore I love Your commandments Above gold, 
yes, above fine gold.  (128)  Therefore I esteem right all Your precepts 
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concerning everything, I hate every false way.  (129)  Pe. Your testimonies 
are wonderful; Therefore my soul observes them.  (130)  The unfolding of 
Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.  (131)  I 
opened my mouth wide and panted, For I longed for Your 
commandments. 

iv. Psalms 119:159-160 Consider how I love Your precepts; Revive me, O 
LORD, according to Your lovingkindness.  (160)  The sum of Your word is 
truth, And every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting. 

d. Communion in prayer: Col. 4:2; Prov. 15:8,29; Matt. 21:22; James 1:6-8;  
i. Colossians 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 

attitude of thanksgiving; 
ii. Proverbs 15:8,29:  The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the 

LORD, But the prayer of the upright is His delight. Proverbs 15:29  The 
LORD is far from the wicked, But He hears the prayer of the righteous. 

iii. Matthew 21:21-22  And Jesus answered and said to them, "Truly I say to 
you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was 
done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up 
and cast into the sea,' it will happen.  (22)  "And all things you ask in 
prayer, believing, you will receive." 

iv.  11:24  "Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, 
believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you. 

v. James 1:5-8  But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives 
to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to 
him.  (6)  But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who 
doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  (7)  For 
that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the 
Lord,  (8)  being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

e. Praise to God: Psa. 145:1-2, 9:1-2; 119:164, 95:1-7; Heb. 13:15;  
i. Psalms 145:1-4  A Psalm of Praise, of David. I will extol You, my God, O 

King, And I will bless Your name forever and ever.  (2)  Every day I will 
bless You, And I will praise Your name forever and ever.  (3)  Great is the 
LORD, and highly to be praised, And His greatness is 
unsearchable.  (4)  One generation shall praise Your works to another, 
And shall declare Your mighty acts. 

ii. Psalms 9:1-2 For the choir director; on Muth-labben. A Psalm of David. I 
will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart; I will tell of all Your 
wonders.  (2)  I will be glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to Your 
name, O Most High. 

iii. Psalms 119:164 Seven times a day I praise You, Because of Your 
righteous ordinances. 
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iv. Psalms 95:1-7  O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, Let us shout 
joyfully to the rock of our salvation.  (2)  Let us come before His 
presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with 
psalms.  (3)  For the LORD is a great God And a great King above all 
gods,  (4)  In whose hand are the depths of the earth, The peaks of the 
mountains are His also.  (5)  The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And 
His hands formed the dry land.  (6)  Come, let us worship and bow down, 
Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  (7)  For He is our God, And we 
are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you 
would hear His voice, 

v. Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice 
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 
 

 


