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Introduction to 2 Corinthians. References: Expanded Biblical Comments on 2 Cor. 1:1;
Commentaries on 2 Corinthians in Easton’s Bible Dictionary, Fausset’s Bible Dictionary, and
Smith’s Bible Dictionary

When, and from where, was 2 Corinthians likely written, and how much time had elapsed since
Paul’s writing of 1 Corinthians? See above references

What are the predominant themes which the Apostle Paul addresses in his second epistle to
the Corinthian brethren? See above references

Verses 1-2 — Opening greeting
Who was with Paul at this time, and what area does “Achaia” refer to? Albert Barnes
commentary on verse 1

Paul closed his first epistle to the Corinthians by mentioning grace and love. Here he speaks of
grace and peace. What is the importance of peace, especially when communicating with the
brethren? Eph. 6:23,24; Phil. 4:7; John 14:27; 16:33; Col. 3:15

Verses 3-7 — Comfort and consolation (same Greek root)
The above words are mentioned 10 times in verses 3-7. Who is the source of all comfort, and
how do we receive it and derive its benefits? Ps. 23:4; John 14:14-18,26-27; 2 Thess. 2:16-17

In what way(s) does the comfort we have received give us the opportunity to comfort others,
and what are some of the ways in which we can do this? Rom. 15:5-7; Phil. 2:1-4; 1 Thess. 5:9-
11

Verses 8-11 — Trouble in Asia and God’s deliverance
What was likely the “trouble” Paul refers to which had come to him and his companions in
Asia? Acts 19:21-41; 1 Cor. 15:32

In verses 10-11, Paul speaks of “deliverance” in the past, present, and future tenses. What
important assurances can we derive from this in our own Christian walk? Ps. 34:17-19; 1 Cor.
10:13; 2 Tim. 4:17-18; 2 Pet. 2:9



